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sand oxen attached to it, and a following
of sixty thousand non-combatants/'
Sir Colin Campbell lost no time in
pushing on the siege, for it practically
began on the 2nd March, the day that
he reached the Dilkhoosha.   I well re-
member watching with admiration the
brilliant performance of the  Naval Bri-
gade, the blue jackets of the Shannon,
under the heroic   Captain Peel, as they
pushed forward to a position  in front
of the Palace, where, on the open ground
sloping downwards towards the Marti-
ni&re, without a vestige of cover, they
planted their guns, and commenced a
fierce reply to the cannonade of the rebels
from  the  huge   defensive    earthworks
which they had thrown up on the south-
east of the City.   Our gallant old Chief
was far too wise, however, to throw his
whole weight against these terrible lines
of defence till he had discounted their
value by the simple yet effective device
of a turning movement, that old-estab-
lished favourite with all great command-
ers.     To   carry   out   this  design   Sir